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he Hastings Twin Town Centre 

Council trio visits Hastings
 
centre in Sierra Leone
 

N emotional opening 
eremony has been the 
ighlight of a council 
elegation's trip to Sierra 
eone. 
Hastings Borough Coun­

.1 leader Peter Pragnell, 
lief executive Roy Maw­
•rd and head of marketing 
evin Boorman flew to 
frica at the beginning of 
le week. They have vis­
ed Hastings Sierra Leone 
ith which the town has 
ose ties, and met a host of 
mtral and local govern­
lent officials. 
Yesterday, they were at 
re official unveiling of the 
astings Twin Town Cen­
'e which has been paid for 
vfundraising activities of 
Le Hastings Sierra Leone 
riendship Link. 
Cllr Pragnell said: 

"When I was last here 
three years ago, it was 
a network of trenches, 
into which deputy mayor 
Eve Martin placed a time 
capsule. Now it is as good 
as completed and it fair 
brought a lump to my 
throat." 

Sierra Leone is one of 
the poorest countries in 
Africa and the trio, whose 
trip has been funded by the 
Commonwealth Local Gov­
ernment Fund, have held 
discussions on tourism, 
waste management and 
regeneration issues. 

He has been writing a 
daily blog of the trip on the 
Observer website, which 
you can read at www.hast­
ingsobserver.co.uk. 

See next week's paper for 
a full report of the trip. 

Celebrating science
 
HOST of activities are being late geology.
 
ild at Hastings Museum and The following Saturday
 
rt Gallery to celebrate Na- (March 20) there is a free mu­

mal Science and Engineer- sical performance for all ages.
 
g Week. based on songs about dogs in
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Baroness cancels
 
Archery Hoa visit
 

by Richard Morris 
richard.morris@jpress.co.uk 

CAMPAIGNERS protest­
ing against controversial 
plans to shoehorn 160 new 
homes into the former site 
of Hastings College had a 
set back this week. 

A host of residents near 
to the site in Archery Road 
which has been earmarked 
for development are up in 
arms over what they say is a 
'desecration' of the historic 
Burton St Leonards area. 

Almost immediately af­
ter developers Gladedale 
revealed the plans, the con­
cerned locals mobilised, form­
ing Save The Archery Ground 
(STAG). 

And today members of 
STAG were due to welcome 
the chairman of English Her­
itage, Baroness Kay Andrews, 
for a tour of the site and its 
surrounding area. 

STAG currently boasts 
more than 500 members, and 
its main protagonists were 
hopeful the visit would help 
win some high-profile back­
ing for the campaign. 

However, the baroness ­
concerned she could be used 
as a pawn for a campaign she 
was not actively involved in ­
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One of STAG's banners flies highBaroness Kay Andrews 

pulled the plug on the tour. 
Andy Brown, English Her­

itage regional director for the 
South East said: "Baroness 
Andrews has postponed her 
visit to St Leonards to ensure 
that English Heritage's posi­
tion on the redevelopment of 
the Archery Ground is not 
confused with the position of 
Save The Archery Ground." 

However, STAG did get 
some encouragement. Mr 
Brown added: "We have 
raised concerns about the 
scale and height of the cur­
rent buildings being proposed 
by developers, Gladedale. 

"We feel this proposed 
housing scheme as it stands, 
would not preserve or en­

hance the character and ap­
pearance of the conservation 
area overall. 

"St Leonards is a special 
area which deserves top qual­
ity new development. We are 
hopeful that an improved 
scheme will come forward 
which we can support." 

STAG chairman Martin 
Bloomfield reaffirmed its po­
sition. He said: "This plan 
mows through a beautiful 
wooded environment in a 
prized conservation area. 

"The development will to­
tally change the character of 
this unique area developed 
nearly 200years ago." 

- STAG has arranged a jum­
ble tea to help swell its cam­

paign coffers. 
It will take place at the Ma­

sonic Hall in St Leonards on 
Sunday, March 29 from 11am 
until4pm. 

And the campaign has been 
gaining national attention as 
well, with a story on page 12 
of this week's edition of the 
satirical magazine Private 
Eye. 

The editorial calls the plans 
"a monstrous overdevelop­
ment of the site and entirely 
alien to the character of St Le­
onards." 

For more information, 
or to find out how to get in­
volved with the campaign, 
visit STAG's website at: www. 
savethearcheryground.org. 


