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FW: Hastings College Site Archery Road
From:
Sent: 07 October 2009 10:11:12

T G

Here is the response from Tim Cookson the coundl's chiaf planner to my questions on the Archery Road site.

From: m

Sent: 23 September 2009 22:26

To: Tim Cookson

Subject: archery ground
Tim,
| have had quite a bit of ndence from individuals and groups regarding the Hastings Collage
site on Archery Road, | would be grateful for your

professional response to a few points | would like to raise:

» Does the planning authority believe that this site is *in the heart of a nationally important
architecturally designed historic settlemant,” as expressed by the then conservation and design

manager in an E-Mail to planning colleagues on 8% October 20087 Yes . The email you are
referring to relates to an earlier scheme. The scheme has significantly moved on
from that earlier effort.

= [n this context do you feel that the current application equates to the “built forms and spatial
creativity of the highest possible quality” that you called for in your note on regarding this site of
September 2008 and does it provide the “excellence standards” that, in the same note, you said

the planners would be seeking “in terms of both building performance and visual quality?” In
terms of the general layout yes - we have yet to fully consider the submitted
design details .

= Do you have a view about the proposed density of 73 units per hectare within the current
application compared to the suggestion in your note the “overall the site is felt to have the

potential for a 40 to 50 dwellings to the hectare scheme?” The density is acceptable and
appropriate in this location.

¢ Do you accept the view expressed by the council’s conservation and design officer expressed in
her note of Decembear 2008 that “any new development within the Burton area would be
expected to reflect the key character and grain of the surrounding historic townscape. The key
characteristics are: low density suburban development — a high class suburb.. substantial
buildings within generous plots®. We have been closely involved in the working up of
the application and consider the design approach to be acceptable from an
urban design point of view

» What is your view of her comments that “the proposals feel inner urban rather than suburban, .
the scale of some of the proposed buildings and the plot sizes is very mean?” See above
response.

* Do you feel her comments that the “buildings lack architectural distinction® and that “too much of
the open space is dominated by roads and car parking” are fair? See above responsa. We
consider the present scheme has a reasonable balance between open space
and the needs of the motor vehicle.

* Again do you feel she has a point when she says: “In addition to the trees that are covered by
TPOs, there are other mature groups of trees, especially on the site boundaries, that contribute
to the character of the consarvation area and that | would fike to see retsined and incorporated
within the new landscaping scheme if possible?” The Borough Arboriculturist has been
closely involved with the architects as the scheme has been worked up and is
happy with the development and replanting proposals .

= English Heritage seem to echo these views in their letter to the developer of April this year when
they write: A relatively high proportion of the site will be hard standing...| would like to see the
Intrusiveness of this limited... Retaining and reinforcing a strong planted boundary to the site...
would ensure that a clear distinction is maintained between the development site and the
adjoining areas. In particular, the northern part of Archery Road has a strong semi-rural
character that should be maintained.” Does the planning authority concur with these comments
as your note of September 2006 states that “there s a need to retain the trees coverad by TPOs
where possible and generally retain existing established trees which are of good quality?” This
has been done "where possible" and the Borough Arboriculturist is happy with
the scheme and a replanting scheme has been agreed

* Has advice been sought by the applicant from the regional design panel as the planning
authority suggested to the developer would be expected? No, the RDP now charges for
their service and HBC decided not to refer it. English heritage will be consulted
on the scheme and | believe were consulted at the pre-application stage by the



